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- (1 THINK DANGEROUSLY BUT NOT IRREMEDIABLY §0) TO APPROACH
E | VIETWAN'S PROBLENS WITH THE SANE CONCEPTS THAT PERMITTED
THESE’PROB) 45 TO REACH THEIR PRESENT CRISIS PROPORTIONSév;:;
PUT FOR THL TIME BEING AT LEASt, THIEU'S GOVT 1S GOVER NI NG.

14, ON BALANCE, 1 THINK I CAN WRITE YOU lWO BROAD
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SCENARIOS, OWE FAIRLY LNCOURAGING, ONE DISUAL, AD
BOTH LOADED WITH CONTINGEND VARIABLES. IF THE U9
REFATNS FIRE CWIHICH DOLS KOT GEAN OBDURATE) AT PARIS
AND IF OUR FORTHCOMING PLECTORAL CAMPAIGN DOLS NOT
CONVINGE OUR VIETUANLGE ALLIES THAT AWERICA

HAS LOST TOUCH WITH VIETNANESE REALITY, IF TIE
COMMUNISTS ATTACKS GET HO* FURTHER THAN THEY GOT AT
B TR, LF CCHIEUTS GOVT SUSTATHS AT LEAST 176
CURREWT LEVEL OF PEKFORNANCE 6D AVOIDS EPARKING
UNWECESSARY CRISES 10 THE NOH-COMMUNIST RANKS, TF Wi
DO HOT RETROGRADE LW THE PROVINCES, AND IF PHOENSK
CONTINUES T0 FULFELL 175 INITIAL PROMISE -= [N SHORT
CLF OVLR THE NEXT S1X 10 WINE HONTHS CURRENT COMUNLST
PROBLENMG CONTLNUK AND OUR ADVERSARIES HAVE NOTHING

HORE TU SHOW FOR THELR WAXINUM EFFORT THAN THEY Hays
TODAY, DESPITE THEIR EXUORTATIONS AND GOLDEN

PROMISES 10 THEIR CAURES OF IHMINENT VICTORY -- Ll

I UNINK OUR ADVERSARTES WILL FIND THEMSELVES FAGED HOT
OLY WITH MORALE BUT WITH S¥VERE TNTERWAL DISCIPLINE -
PRUBLENS. UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES THERE :

&
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WOULD BE A RECIPROCAL THTERACTION DETWEEN LOVER ING VL

FXPECTATIONS ARD RISIHG GVIN CONFIDENCE THAT COULD GUICKLY

CHARGE VILTNAMNT™S WHOLL ATMOSPHERL. HANOI COULD STILL
cEND PAVN UNITS soutli 10 Bl CHLEWED UP BY THE ALLIED
ARMIES, AND THE 7L AR FORCLE, BUT I DOUBT IF HANOI

WOULD CONSIDER THIS A PROFITABLE COURSL OF ALIION

70 PURSUE SINCE FURTHLER CONVENTIONALIZATION OF WAR WOULD

EAN LEPDING DIREUILY 1U UUR STHOKG SULT (CONVENTIOUAL:

ARASY o Aﬁ THIS POIWE HANY INTERESTING VISTAS, NOW

DIl}LLULl 10 DLQLHYq WOULL BEGIN 10 OPEN. - SUCH

DEVLL OPMENTS bOUlD LEAD, NOT PERHAPS lO TOTAL VILLURY9

BUT AT LEAST TO ,JOLUIIUN 501 IDLY ON’ L,RLDIT SIDE OF
OUR 1LEDGER
sECRLET

BT

.uh"
(wf 7, el
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| 5. HANOI ALMOST CERTAIILY PERCEIVES THE (FOR IT)
CCLATENT DARNGERS OUTLT HEy ABOVES CHENCETT TS AND WILL BE
DEVOTING MWULTIPLE MAXIHUN EFFORT TO WAKE THINGS GO
OTHER WAY BY UNRAVELLING GVH TIRU URBAN ATTACKS,
FOMENTING STRIVFE AND D1SCORD AMONG NON-COMNUNIST GROUPS,
‘ ENDEAVORING TO MANEUVER IN PARIS TO ENGENDER FROM US A
|  RESPONSE THAT SPOUKS THE ALREADY TALK=SHY VIE T HANESE OR-'_
somi Commlwawlomeoﬁ THESE AND' OTMER PRESSURES. I1F A SIZEABLE
PROPURTION OF VIETHAYESE URBAN BODY POLITIC SHOULD =
| ‘Dgcxnu”<r0R WHATMUER REASON) THAT COALITION IS JUST
‘”AROUNQ‘THE“GORNER NTCARY POTNT WITHIN MY SIX TO NIUE
MONTHS TIME FRAME, WE ARE IW FOR BAD TROUBLE. I
BELIEVE MAJORITY OF POLITICALLY CONSCIOUS VIETNAMESE AR
CPPOSED TO CORCEPT OF COMMUNIST RULE. 1 ALSO BELILVE
MOST VIELNAMESE THINK COALITION (INEVITABLY) MEANS

QOL‘*E{”_W{\J_MJ. RULE, I A CERTAIN MANY RVNAF AND POLICE

, * =l .
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OIPICERS , CIVIL SERVANTS AND OTHERS WHO HAVE FOQUGHT THN

VC FOR OVER A DECADE, HANY CATHOLICS WHO BELIEVE THEMSELVES
ALREADY 1N 10°S BLACK BOUK FOR VOTING WITH

THEIR FEET, ARD UANY OTHERS WHO HAVE SUPPORTED THE GV

ARE UNSHAKEADBLY COWVINCED THAT THEIR THROATS WILL BE

SLIT THE DAY AFTER A COALITION GOVT IS INSTALLED, ,
SLONG WETH THE THROATS OF THEIR PARLITS, VIVES AND CHILDREN.

Po. 0 WISCaaAn TERAOR SELLON FRCQUQES RATIGHAL
COLITICAL ACTION, 1F THE BELIEF THAT COALITION 18 IniiNEWT’
LUER GETS SERIOUSLY ABROAD, 1 BELTLVE HANY FROM THE |
CIRCLES ENUHERATED ABOVE WOULD DEGIDE THAT SINGE THEY ARL
GOLNG TO DimrANYWAYg~BEITHR T0 DIE FIGHTING AKD IN THE -

PROCESS DESTROY THEIR BEIRAYER (I.C. THIEU AND HIS GOVT).

I¥ SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, THESE JAGOBINS OF THE RIGHT WOULD
PROBABLY BE JOINED BY MILITANT BUDDHISTS ANXIOUS TO

PARTICIPATE IN ATTACK AGAINST THOSE WHO HAVE "BETRAYLD"

THE 1963 REVOLUTION. (KY, INCIDENTALLY, WAY BE

WAITING FOR JUST SUGH A NOMENT [0 GET HIS REVENGE) . IF ANYTHI NG
LIKE THIS EVER CAME TO PASS ero ABRAMS WOULD - _
PROBABLY HAVE TO MOVE 1N AT LLA;T ORE US DIVIQIDN 10 Rﬁsrohﬁi

5
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